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LaGuardia Most Delayed Arrival Airport in 2016; JFK, Newark in 
Bottom 5 

 
A new study released today by the Global Gateway Alliance shows that LaGuardia was the most delayed 
airport in the nation for arriving flight in 2016, while Newark and JFK both finished in the bottom 
five.  The analysis, which compared delays at the nation’s top 29 airports for passenger traffic, also 
found Newark had the worst on-time performance for departing flights (full tables below).  
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 

• LaGuardia finished last among the 29 airports for on-time arrival performance, while Newark 
ranked 27th and JFK 25th 

• Newark had the worst on-time departure performance in the nation, dropping two places from 
last year, while LaGuardia held steady at 26th-most-delayed and JFK dropped one place to 22nd 

• Approximately a third of all arriving flights, or 28.1%, at LaGuardia are delayed 
• Salt Lake City had the highest on-time performance, with approximately 87% of flights arriving 

on time 
 
"Once again, New York airports lead the nation for delays. So while the terminal redevelopment projects 
are important, these dollars won't be enough unless we address the delay problem too. Put simply, our 
airports will just be nicer places to get stuck in," said Global Gateway Alliance Chairman Joe Sitt. "The 
FAA must finally fully roll out NextGen satellite air traffic technology where it's most needed; the New 
York airspace, and we have to look at how to expand runways to alleviate the chronic congestion." 
 
GGA is calling for a full roll out of NextGen in the New York airspace in order to alleviate the congestion 
in the skies and clear the way for more on time departures and arrivals. While New York and New Jersey 
are benefitting from some of the NextGen reforms, like the digital pilot communications program and 
curved approaches, these work better when the whole system is in place. 
 
New York and New Jersey also need longer runways in order to accommodate growing passenger traffic 
and reduce delays. A study from the Regional Plan Association outlined four programmatic proposals for 
runway expansion at JFK and one for Newark to boost operations and reduce delays in adverse weather 
with minimal noise and environmental impacts. The proposals recommend expanding runway access 
into Jamaica Bay at JFK and building a third western runway parallel to the existing two at Newark. 
ReThinkNYC has also set forth a plan to extend runways at LaGuardia into Rikers Island.  
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METHODOLOGY 
Delay information is sourced from the Bureau of Transportation Statistics and was analyzed on a year-
to-date basis for 2016. The 29 U.S. airports included each account for at least 1 percent of the nation’s 
total domestic scheduled-service passenger enplanements. A flight is counted “on time” if it operated 
less than 15 minutes after the scheduled arrival or departure time, and arrival and departure times are 
calculated from the arrival at or departure from the airport gate. 

Table 1: Ranking of Major Airport On-Time Arrival Performance Year-to-date through December 2016 

Rank 2015 % Rank 2016 % Change 
1 Salt Lake City, UT (SLC) 86.91 1 Salt Lake City, UT (SLC) 87.11 0.2 
2 Atlanta, GA (ATL) 84.44 2 Atlanta, GA (ATL) 86.29 1.85 
3 Portland, OR (PDX) 83.88 3 Detroit, MI (DTW) 85.43 2.63 
4 Charlotte, NC (CLT) 83.37 4 Charlotte, NC (CLT) 84.36 0.99 
5 Seattle, WA (SEA) 83.23 5 Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN (MSP) 84.08 1.33 
6 Detroit, MI (DTW) 82.8 6 Washington, DC (IAD) 83.92 3.46 
7 Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN (MSP) 82.75 7 Portland, OR (PDX) 83.85 -0.03 
8 Phoenix, AZ (PHX) 82.67 8 Houston, TX (IAH) 83.71 4.38 
9 Las Vegas, NV (LAS) 81.3 9 Chicago, IL (MDW) 83.47 2.47 

10 Chicago, IL (MDW) 81 10 Seattle, WA (SEA) 83.45 0.22 
11 San Diego, CA (SAN) 80.92 11 Baltimore, MD (BWI) 83.26 2.53 
12 Baltimore, MD (BWI) 80.73 12 Denver, CO (DEN) 82.87 3.07 
13 Washington, DC (IAD) 80.46 13 Phoenix, AZ (PHX) 82.49 -0.18 
14 Tampa, FL (TPA) 80.27 14 San Diego, CA (SAN) 82.15 1.23 
15 Denver, CO (DEN) 79.8 15 Las Vegas, NV (LAS) 81.53 0.23 
16 Houston, TX (IAH) 79.33 16 Tampa, FL (TPA) 80.95 0.68 
17 Orlando, FL (MCO) 79.18 17 Philadelphia, PA (PHL) 80.81 2.68 
18 Washington, DC (DCA) 78.97 18 Dallas/Fort Worth, TX (DFW) 80.63 1.78 
19 Dallas/Fort Worth, TX (DFW) 78.85 19 Orlando, FL (MCO) 79.86 0.68 
20 Miami, FL (MIA) 78.84 20 Chicago, IL (ORD) 79.61 2.66 
21 Philadelphia, PA (PHL) 78.13 21 Washington, DC (DCA) 78.96 -0.01 
22 Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL) 77.89 22 Miami, FL (MIA) 78.28 -0.56 
23 Los Angeles, CA (LAX) 77.23 23 Boston, MA (BOS) 78.02 0.99 
24 Boston, MA (BOS) 77.03 24 Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL) 77.94 0.05 
25 Chicago, IL (ORD) 76.95 25 New York, NY (JFK) 76.78 0.35 
26 San Francisco, CA (SFO) 76.73 26 Los Angeles, CA (LAX) 75.9 -1.33 
27 New York, NY (JFK) 76.43 27 Newark, NJ (EWR) 74.54 -0.88 
28 Newark, NJ (EWR) 75.42 28 San Francisco, CA (SFO) 73.55 -3.18 
29 New York, NY (LGA) 70.91 29 New York, NY (LGA) 71.9 0.99 

 
Table 2: Ranking of Major Airport On-Time Departure Performance Year-to-date through December 
2016 
 



Rank 2015 % Rank 2016 % Change 
1 Salt Lake City, UT (SLC) 87.3 1 Salt Lake City, UT (SLC) 87.5 0.2 
2 Portland, OR (PDX) 86.63 2 Portland, OR (PDX) 86.14 -0.49 
3 Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN (MSP) 84.76 3 Seattle, WA (SEA) 85.55 1.1 
4 Seattle, WA (SEA) 84.45 4 Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN (MSP) 85.28 0.52 
5 Detroit, MI (DTW) 82.62 5 Detroit, MI (DTW) 84.46 1.84 
6 Charlotte, NC (CLT) 82.31 6 Washington, DC (IAD) 83.6 4.96 
7 Washington, DC (DCA) 82.18 7 Atlanta, GA (ATL) 83.32 1.21 
8 Atlanta, GA (ATL) 82.11 8 San Diego, CA (SAN) 83.14 1.53 
9 San Diego, CA (SAN) 81.61 9 Phoenix, AZ (PHX) 83.08 1.87 

10 Phoenix, AZ (PHX) 81.21 10 Charlotte, NC (CLT) 82.94 0.63 
11 Tampa, FL (TPA) 81.1 11 Tampa, FL (TPA) 82.69 1.59 
12 Boston, MA (BOS) 80.16 12 Washington, DC (DCA) 82.64 0.46 
13 Philadelphia, PA (PHL) 80.11 13 Houston, TX (IAH) 82.5 4.37 
14 Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL) 79.04 14 Philadelphia, PA (PHL) 82.29 2.18 
15 Orlando, FL (MCO) 79.02 15 Boston, MA (BOS) 81.19 1.03 
16 Los Angeles, CA (LAX) 78.66 16 Baltimore, MD (BWI) 80.58 5.87 
17 Washington, DC (IAD) 78.64 17 Denver, CO (DEN) 80.53 3.48 
18 San Francisco, CA (SFO) 78.61 18 Orlando, FL (MCO) 80.37 1.35 
19 Las Vegas, NV (LAS) 78.42 19 Las Vegas, NV (LAS) 79.59 1.17 
20 Houston, TX (IAH) 78.13 20 Dallas/Fort Worth, TX (DFW) 79.37 2.74 
21 New York, NY (JFK) 77.99 21 Chicago, IL (MDW) 79.15 4.67 
22 Denver, CO (DEN) 77.05 22 New York, NY (JFK) 77.7 -0.29 
23 Dallas/Fort Worth, TX (DFW) 76.63 23 Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL) 77.63 -1.41 
24 Miami, FL (MIA) 76.6 24 San Francisco, CA (SFO) 77.43 -1.18 
25 Baltimore, MD (BWI) 74.71 25 Miami, FL (MIA) 77.23 0.63 
26 New York, NY (LGA) 74.67 26 New York, NY (LGA) 77.16 2.49 
27 Newark, NJ (EWR) 74.59 27 Chicago, IL (ORD) 76.86 2.3 
28 Chicago, IL (ORD) 74.56 28 Los Angeles, CA (LAX) 76.36 -2.3 
29 Chicago, IL (MDW) 74.48 29 Newark, NJ (EWR) 75.6 1.01 

 
 


