
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        Contact: John Collins 
July 7, 2014                  (212) 681-1380 

YELLOW TAXI WINS GGA’S “RACE TO LAGUARDIA”, CITIBIKE 
BEATS PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION  

Cost Friendly Public Transportation Clocks in at an Hour 
GGA Leaders Renew Call for Bus Rapid Transit linking the N line to LGA, Better Marketing of Q70 

(New York, New York) – A yellow taxi won the “Race to LaGuardia,” beating out the airport 
shuttle, Uber car service, Citibike, subway, train, and bus, Global Gateway Alliance leaders 
announced today. The new GGA study clocked travel times and costs of the most popular 
transit options in order to underscore the need for better access to LaGuardia Airport. 
 
GGA leaders reiterated their call for a BRT linking the N line terminus at 31st Street and Ditmars 
Boulevard directly to LaGuardia, less than 3 miles away. In addition, the group called for better 
marketing and communications of the Q70 line as an airport link, including utilizing a name that 
connotes air travel as opposed to simply another bus route.  
 
Departing on a Monday afternoon, survey volunteers found that the yellow taxi was able to 
make the trip in only 25 minutes while the subway to the M60 bus took just over an hour. 
CitiBike, surprisingly, took only 49 minutes – and at only $2.50 had the best ride for your buck. 
Public transportation options were found to be time-consuming yet cost efficient, totaling just 
$2.50 each for the train and bus.   
  
However, each travel option had significant pitfalls. For instance, while the taxis are not an 
affordable option for all New Yorkers, the disconnected and complex nature of the public 
transportation routes creates challenges for travelers, particular those with luggage. And clearly 
a family of four cannot hop on a CitiBike.  Full race results are below. 
 

Rank Mode 
Travel 
Time Start Time Finish Time Transfers Cost 

1 Taxi 25 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:10 p.m. 0 $33 
2 NYC Airporter 44 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:29 p.m. 0 $13 
3 UberX 48 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:33 p.m. 0 $44 
4 CitiBike 49 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:34 p.m. 0 $2.50 
5 7 train to Q70 bus 56 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:41 p.m. 1 $2.50 
6 LIRR to Q70 bus 56 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:41 p.m. 1 $8.25 
7 4 train to M60 SBS 61 mins 2:45 p.m. 3:46 p.m. 1 $2.50 

 



“The survey found what passengers across the city and the country know all too well – there isn’t an 
easy, hassle-free way to get to and from LaGuardia. Either you are charged an arm and a leg, or you 
have a long trip on public transportation,” said GGA Founder Joseph Sitt. “With the Port Authority and 
airlines investing billions of dollars to bring LaGuardia into the 21stCentury, we need to do better than 
public transportation to the airport that can be beat by a three-speed bike.” 
  
In the “Race to LaGuardia Airport,” several interns dedicated their time to find the fastest and cheapest 
ways to travel to LGA. Participants in the study departed for LGA at the same time from the Global 
Gateway Alliance headquarters, 25 West 39thStreet at 2:45 PM on Monday, June 30th. 
  
Photos and a narrative of each person’s travel experience are below. 

 
### 

ABOUT GGA  

Global Gateway Alliance (GGA) was established to address the major challenges facing the metropolitan 
region’s airports and related infrastructure that, if left unaddressed, will serve as a major impediment to 
the long-term growth of New York City and surrounding areas. By harnessing the expertise of leaders in 
business, government, academia, labor and other sectors, we seek to tackle these challenges head-on 
and serve as the leading advocate in an effort to improve our airports and facilitate the continued 
growth of the region. For more information regarding the Global Gateway Alliance, please visit 
www.globalgatewayalliance.org. Follow GGA on Twitter @GGA_NYNJ and ‘Like’ the organization on 
Facebook at http://on.fb.me/UsqxGw.  

GGA’s board of directors includes: Joe Sitt (Chairman), CEO, Thor Equities; Stuart Appelbaum, President 
of the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union; Chris Giamo, Regional President for TD Bank; Dan 
Glickman former Congressman and U.S. Agriculture Secretary; David Hopkins, Senior Director of Aviation 
at the New York City Economic Development Corporation; Jared Kushner, Owner of Kushner Properties 
and the New York Observer; George Miranda, Teamsters’ International Vice President; Mitchell Moss, 
Henry Hart Rice Professor of Urban Policy and Planning at the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of 
Public Service at New York University; William Rudin, CEO of Rudin Management Company, Inc. and 
Chairman of ABNY; Joseph Spinnato, President of the Hotel Association of New York City; Alvin S. Trenk, 
Chairman and CEO of Air Pegasus Corp; Peter Ward, President of the Hotel Trades Council on New York; 
Kathryn Wylde, President of the Partnership for New York City, and Tim Zagat, Co-Founder and Co-Chair 
of Zagat Survey.  

  

http://on.fb.me/UsqxGw


1. Fiona 

Mode: Taxi 
Time: 25 mins 
Cost: $33 
 
I took a standard NYC yellow taxi from 39th Street and 6th Avenue to 
LaGuardia Airport. I expected the trip to have moderate traffic, but 
was also counting on an easy journey to LaGuardia. It was relatively 
easy to hail a cab at 2:45 PM taking around two minutes and 40 
seconds. 
  
Once in the cab, the trip was simple. There was very little traffic 
along the way, making it fast and easy. The driver took the Queens 
Midtown tunnel where there was very little congestion. Once out of 
Manhattan we barely stopped until we arrived at LGA. 
  
In total it took me 25 minutes to get to Terminal B at LGA. I was the 
first to arrive and waited 19 minutes for the next person (Alex taking 
the NYC Airporter shuttle) to make it there. 
  
Overall it was a very simple and stress-free travel experience. The 

taxi cost $33.00 (20% tip included). The NYC yellow taxi exceeded my expectations by getting me to 
LaGuardia in such a timely manner. 
 

2. Alex 

Mode: NYC Airporter 
Time: 44 mins 
Cost: $13 
 
I took the NYC Airporter from Grand 
Central Station all the way to LaGuardia. I 
originally thought I would be waiting at 
least 15 minutes at Grand Central just to 
get on a packed bus. I have a poor sense of 
direction, so from the GGA office on 
39th Street it took me about 15 minutes to 
find the bus stop at Grand Central. 
  
Luckily, I arrived in time to catch one of the 
last seats on the 3:00 PM bus, which 
actually departed at 3:03 PM. For some 
reason there was no air conditioning on 
the 36 passenger bus, so at least half of 
the passengers were fanning themselves 



the whole way.  
 
The ride was pleasant except for the lack of air 
conditioning and the simplicity of the logistics of my 
route made the ride relaxing. The driver was friendly 
and had a good sense of humor, which I appreciated. 
I arrived at Terminal B at 3:29 PM, stepped out, and 
saw the driver scrambling to help people with their 
luggage. 
  
In my opinion, the NYC Airporter is a cheap option 
($13.00 one-way) for the low maintenance 
traveler. Thanks to good timing, the shuttle was more 
efficient than I expected. However, the hot 
temperatures made the journey less than enjoyable. 
 
 

 

3. Caroline 

Mode: UberX 
Time: 48 mins 
Cost: $44 
 
I took an UberX car from W 39th Street between 5th and 
6th to LaGuardia. The race started at 2:45 PM and a 
colleague called the Uber for me. From past experience, I 
expected Uber to be the fastest and most convenient way 
of traveling. 
  
The app said that the car was 5 minutes away and we 
should be on the lookout for a Ford Explorer. However, over 
5 minutes passed and the car was still not there, and after a 
failed attempt to call the driver, the ride clean disappeared 
from her app. 
  
So, we called another UberX. Again, this car said it was 5 
minutes away. We watched the tracker and saw that the car passed 39th and went down 38th St., at 
which point we decided to call the driver. As it turned out, our location was off – telling the driver we 
were on 38th instead.  Unfortunately this technical glitch cost us.  
  
After 23 minutes of waiting, the Uber Lincoln Town Car finally came and I was on my way to LaGuardia 
Airport Terminal B. The route took me through the Queens Midtown Tunnel and enjoyed a smooth ride. 
I arrived at departures area at the Central Terminal Building at 3:33 PM. There was no traffic and the car 
ride in total took 25 minutes. 
  



Once the Uber car had arrived, the route was no problem. The only issue was trying to contact the car. I 
recommend making sure that your current location is correct. 
 

4. Steve 

Mode: CitiBike 
Time: 49 mins 
Cost: $2.50 
 
I started the ride outside GGA’s office at 
39th street between 5th and 6th. It was a 
slightly hairy ride up 6th avenue with 
traffic to 48thstreet. 48th Street to 
1st Avenue had a good bike lane although 
it was very tight with cars and trucks. 
  
I turned up 1st Avenue, which has a wide 
bike lane to the Queensboro Bridge. There 
were lots of trucks in the bike route but 
they could be maneuvered around.   
  
The long half mile climb up the bridge was 
the toughest hill of the journey, although 
it had very nice bike/walking lanes and 
great views of Roosevelt Island and up the 
East River.  Then it was downhill to 
Queens Plaza, through a lot of traffic on 
the bike path over another bridge to 
Skillman Avenue.  A police car there had 
stopped two cars, which made for some maneuvering around to 43rd Avenue.   
  
It was about 3 when I entered the Queens surface streets portion of the ride. There was a nice bike 
route up 43rd Avenue, but it was a hot slog for a mile. 
  
I turned onto 48th Street down to 39th Avenue through very pretty and shady residential areas for 
another mile.  The biggest obstacle on that portion were lots of red lights, but thankfully they were 
mostly one way streets with little traffic at that hour, so stopping was , uh, optional. 
  
I took a right onto 34th Street, which also had a nice bike route, at about 3:15-3:20. It was a hot, 
crowded push for a mile and a half. A police cruiser that saw me pedal through a red light stayed with 
me for a few blocks and made sure I stopped at the lights!  
  
I counted down (or up) the streets to Junction Boulevard and took a crowded left around 3:25, turning 
for the hot sprint the last 1.5 miles up it and 94th Street. 
  



I crossed some major streets as fast as I could maneuver through traffic. I passed a weird art installation 
on 94th Street, saw the American Airlines hanger in the distance and pedaled hard to the airport 
grounds and to Terminal B.  
  
Riding a bike to LaGuardia was more pleasant and well-marked than I had expected.  It’s not a practical 
option unless you’re taking a day trip, but it sure beats sitting in traffic.  
 

5. Mary Kate 

Mode: 7 train to Q70 bus 
Time: 56 mins 
Cost: $2.50 
 
My route to LaGuardia Airport involved a 
subway and bus combination that Google 
Maps estimated to take 47 minutes. However, 
my total travel time amounted to 55:30. This 
extensive commute leads me to question why 
there isn’t a simpler, more efficient route to 
get travelers from Midtown to LaGuardia, a 
trip that is just 8 miles long. 
 
My experience on the 7 train was fairly 
enjoyable. I didn’t have to wait long at the subway platform, and once the train came, I was able to find 
a seat and read my book in peace. I only saw one other person headed towards the airport, lugging a 
huge orange suitcase that probably would have annoyed me if we were in a crowded subway car. I 
arrived at my interim stop (61ststreet and Woodside) in just 17 minutes, and exited the train in search of 
the Q70 bus station to start the second leg of my journey. 
  

There were signs highlighting my destination, with arrows 
pointing towards a desolate bus stop situated 
underneath the elevated subway tracks. Though the bus 
was already there waiting for me, the driver would not let 
me on for six minutes while she took a short break to 
make a phone call. To my surprise, the Q70 was less 
crowded than the 7 train, with few riders bearing 
luggage, duffel bags, or any indication they were headed 
to the airport. 
  
Instead, the passengers got off at different stops along 
the route, using it to navigate the neighborhoods of 
northern Queens.  The bus ride took me to the final 
destination—LaGuardia Airport’s Central Terminal 
Building. 
  
It was a quick walk to the terminal where I met up with 



the rest of the group. I finished the race in 5th place, arriving at at 3:41 PM. The one seat routes—
shuttle bus, via taxi, Uber, and CitiBike—proved faster than those that required transfers. 
 

6. Will T. 

Mode: LIRR to Q70 bus 
Time: 56 mins 
Cost: $8.25 
 
I took a train from Penn Station to the Q70 bus from 61st Street and Roosevelt Avenue in Queens. I 
expected this method of transportation to be confusing and inconvenient, but I also knew it would be 
cheap. 
  
I left the GGA office at 2:45 PM and began walking to Penn Station. At a fast paced walk, it took me 14 
minutes to arrive. Unfamiliar with the Long Island Railroad, I needed to be directed to the train I was 
looking for. The LIRR representative working at the ticket station directed me to the 3:03 PM train on 
Track 18. 
  
I purchased a rail ticket costing $5.75, and a Metro Card for the bus costing $2.75. There was not much 
seating available on the train due to my last minute arrival, but it was only a 16 minute ride to 
Woodside, where I would meet the bus. 

 
I got off the train and followed the signs to the Q70 bus. I 
waited for four minutes for the bus, which departed at 3:24. 
The bus ride went smoothly, and was fairly comfortable. It 
arrived at Lot L at 3:41, which is the stop for the Central 
Terminal Building. 
  
Actually reaching the terminal, however, proved to be a 
little confusing due to a lack of signage directing the 
passengers on how best to get there. However, I reached 
my fellow travelers shortly thereafter. 
  
Overall, the trip cost $8.25 and took a total of 56 
minutes. The LIRR and Q70 met my expectations of being a 
long and inconvenient journey, however, the bus was much 
cleaner than I expected. 

 

  



7. Will S. 

Mode: 4 train to M60 SBS 
Time: 61 mins 
Cost: $2.50 
 
I started my journey at GGA’s offices on 
25 W 39th St. in Midtown and made the 
4 block walk to Grand Central Terminal. I 
walked into the station and found the 4 
train uptown. By the time I had arrived at 
the subway stop, I was 11 minutes into 
my trip. 
  
I got on the 4 train and noticed no one 
with bags or luggage making the same 
trip as me. 3 stops later I ended up at the 
Harlem 125th subway stop and headed for the M60 bus stop. From when I got on the train to when I 
arrived in Harlem, 11 minutes had passed. I walked up the stairs and found the bus stop where the M60 
was supposed to pick me up. I swiped my metro pass and received a receipt that worked as a ticket for 
me to enter the bus. 
  
29 minutes later, in a bus filled with some travelers carrying luggage, I arrived at the departures area at 
the LaGuardia Central Terminal Building and met up with the rest of my group. 
  
Sadly, I was the last one to arrive and in total it took me about an hour to make the whole trip. In 
conclusion taking the 4/5 subway uptown to Harlem 125th followed by the M60 is not the fastest way to 
get to LaGuardia Airport.   


