
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2015 
 
Contact:  
John Raskin, Riders Alliance, 646-369-8093 
Joshua Greenwald, Global Gateway Alliance, 212-432-3062 

RIDERS ALLIANCE, GLOBAL GATEWAY 
ALLIANCE RENEW CALLS FOR FREE LGA 

SHUTTLE AT MTA BOARD MEETING, 
REQUEST MTA STUDY OF PROPOSAL 

(NEW YORK, NY) — Transportation advocacy groups Riders Alliance and Global Gateway 
Alliance (GGA) renewed calls to turn the Q70 Ltd into a free airport shuttle to LaGuardia by 
implementing better, clearer branding for the bus, at today’s MTA monthly board meeting.  
The groups asked the MTA to study the proposal, including generating formal estimates for 
any costs that would be associated with implementation. 
 
After MTA board and staff indicated an active consideration of components of the proposal 
at the NYC Transit Committee meeting on Monday, the Riders Alliance and GGA are looking 
to open a dialogue with the agency to discuss strategies for improving existing transit 
access to LaGuardia.  
 
The full proposal can be found at www.ridersny.org/LGA and is described in more detail 
below. 
 
John Raskin, Executive Director of the Riders Alliance, said, “You shouldn’t have to 
memorize a bus map of Queens in order to get to the airport by transit.  We’re proposing a 
simple, cost-effective way to help New Yorkers get to the airport, and to encourage visitors 
to use public transit when they’re in New York.  It’s heartening that MTA board and staff 
members have indicated an interest in making LaGuardia bus access more appealing and 
user-friendly, and we look forward to holding a dialogue with the MTA and the Port 
Authority about the idea.” 
 
Joe Sitt, CEO of Thor Equities and Chairman and Founder of the Global Gateway 
Alliance, said, “For too long, the Q70 service has been LaGuardia’s best-kept secret, the 
access route that passengers don't know about and can't find. So the news that the MTA is 
considering our proposal signals a step in the right direction. An easy-to-use, passenger-
friendly airport service will go a long way to improving access to and from LaGuardia and 
we look forward to working with the MTA to achieve these basic upgrades.”  
 



The Riders Alliance report, released late last month with the Global Gateway Alliance, 
recommends turning the Q70 into a free shuttle bus.  Key elements of the proposal call for 
the MTA to: 

• Replace the Q70 bus with a Free LaGuardia Subway Shuttle.  A survey found that 
85% of Q70 riders are already getting a free ride because they are transferring to or 
from the subway, which allows a free transfer to the bus.  Riders Alliance 
projections indicate that changing to a free shuttle and attracting new riders could 
be revenue-neutral to the MTA. 

• Rebrand the bus as a Subway Shuttle to indicate clearly to LaGuardia travelers that 
the bus offers a quick, convenient trip between the airport and the subway.  
Rebranding should include a distinctive bus name and exterior design, as well as 
better signage and advertising throughout the MTA system. 

• Add on-board signage and announcements that tell riders which airlines can be 
found at which terminals, so that first-time and unfamiliar riders know where to get 
off to find their flight. 

 
Other components include changes to service frequency and to signage at LaGuardia, some 
of which will require the participation of the Port Authority, which manages the airport.  
The Riders Alliance and GGA have reached out to both the MTA and the Port Authority in 
hopes of opening a dialogue. 
 
The proposal has received endorsements from the Regional Plan Association, NYPIRG 
Straphangers Campaign, Tri-State Transportation Campaign, and George Miranda, 
President of Teamsters Joint Council 16. 
 

# # # 
 
ABOUT GGA 
Global Gateway Alliance (GGA) was established to address the major challenges facing the metropolitan 
region’s airports and related infrastructure that, if left unaddressed, will serve as a major impediment to the 
long-term growth of New York City and surrounding areas. By harnessing the expertise of leaders in business, 
government, academia, labor and other sectors, we seek to tackle these challenges head-on and serve as the 
leading advocate in an effort to improve our airports and facilitate the continued growth of the region. For 
more information regarding the Global Gateway Alliance, please visit www.globalgatewayalliance.org. Follow 
GGA on Twitter @GGA_NYNJ and ‘Like’ the organization on Facebook at http://on.fb.me/UsqxGw. 
 
GGA’s board of directors includes: Joseph Sitt (Chairman), CEO, Thor Equities; Stuart Appelbaum (Vice 
President), President of the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union; Angelo Genova, Founding 
Partner at Genova Burns and a former New Jersey Commissioner of the Port Authority;  Chris Giamo, 
Regional President for TD Bank;  David Hopkins, Senior Director of Aviation at the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation; Jared Kushner, Owner of Kushner Properties and the New York 
Observer; George Miranda, Teamsters’ International Vice President; Mitchell Moss, Henry Hart Rice 
Professor of Urban Policy and Planning at the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service at New 
York University; William Rudin, CEO of Rudin Management Company, Inc. and Chairman of ABNY;  Joseph 
Spinnato, President of the Hotel Association of New York City;  Alvin S. Trenk, Chairman and CEO of Air 
Pegasus Corp; Peter Ward, President of the Hotel Trades Council on New York; Tom Wright, Executive 
Director of the Regional Plan Association; Kathryn Wylde, President of the Partnership for New York City, 
and Tim Zagat, Co-Founder and Co-Chair of Zagat Survey.  
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